stration came quickly. The various sports associations,
disguising groups of National Socialists, were disbanded
by order of the Government.
This action precipitated open conflict between the forces
of reaction and Schuschnigg's own faction, by now shrinking
in numerical strength day by day, so he conceived a plan
to embrace Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Austria, in
what would have become a united front of independence
against the Reich. The Czechoslovaks were very keen be-
cause they had been playing with a very similar idea with
Mussolini, and the Hungarian Government approved the
idea, to such an extent, indeed, that it sent very tangible
evidence of German breach of the Austro-German Treaty
to the Federal Chancellor for " his attention and action *'.
Thus emboldened, Schuschnigg refused to join with the
Reich in an economic agreement on a barter basis, when
the suggestion was put to him by Schacht, then President
of the Reichsbank, when on one of his exploratory tours
of Central Europe and the Balkans. Had Austria complied
with the Reichsbank's chiefs suggestion, the German
Four-Year Plan would have been materially strengthened
by Austria's timber and minerals, but this " insult>f by
the Austrians changed Field-Marshal Goring, the Com-
missioner of the Plan, from a Bismarck disciple to a ruthless
advocate of Anschluss. Soon afterwards Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs Guido Schmidt visited Goring at
Schorfheide, and he being young was attracted to several
ideas put forward by the Field-Marshal, the most important
among which being the complete economic and military
co-operation of Austria with the Reich* The outcry in
Vienna over Schmidt's visit was enormous. It was known
that Herr von Papen had suggested that Schmidt should
visit Goring and Schuschnigg's friends urged him to dis-
pense with Schmidt. Surely, they said, one can see with
only half an eye that he is neither loyal to you, his friend
and Chancellor, nor to Austria, his country. Above all they
were suspicious of his association with Herrn von Papen.
The Federal Chancellor's answer was correct enough:
" Guido Schmidt is my friend and my Foreign Minister,
and Herr von Papen is a distinguished German accredited
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